The aim of the study was to compare the effect of a gentian violet topical application with that of a moist dressing (Hydrocolloid) on the rate and efficacy of radiation induced moist desquamation wound healing, and the patient's satisfaction level with each method. The prospective randomized clinical trial used a stratified sampling design. A sample of 39 patients with 60 wounds had their wounds assessed on alternate days in terms of several wound healing parameters including wound size, wound pain, incidence of infection, and time required for healing. Patient satisfaction with each treatment was evaluated at the completion of the study. Gentian Violet significantly reduced wound size, and reduced wound pain. However, this treatment received significantly lower ratings for dressing comfort, and dressing aesthetic acceptance. Nevertheless, the time required for wound healing was not statistically different in the two groups.
